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Directions: After creating a Microsoft Word document, answer the questions by using the keywords and links to help you research Romanticism, transcendentalism, and American philosophers and authors Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. 

Keywords:  transcendentalism, American transcendentalism, Romanticism, American Romanticism, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, free verse 
1. What is a basic definition of American Romanticism, in which era did it occur, and who were two of its primary authors?
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2. What is a basic definition of American Transcendentalism, what are three of it essential beliefs, what was its timeframe, and who were three of its most influential writers and philosophers?

3. Who was Ralph Waldo Emerson, when and where was he born, where did he graduate from college, and what were three of his philosophies about life?

4. Who was Henry David Thoreau, when and where was he born, where did he graduate from college, and what were three of his philosophies about life?

5. Who was Walt Whitman, when and where was he born, what was the highest level of formal education he received, and what were three of his philosophies about life?

6. What were three of Thoreau’s most famous essays or books?
7. What were three of Emerson’s most famous essays or books?

8. Who wrote Leaves of Grass, what is most significant about it, and what does free verse have to do with it?
9. How did Emerson and Thoreau know one another?
10. How did transcendentalism influence Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?
